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mores who have a voice in the discussion and who
make the speeches, unless there be some old and re-
nowned [54] Autmoins, who are like their Priests, for
they respect them very much and give them a hearing
the same as to the Sagamores. It happens sometimes
that the same person is both Auzmoin and Sagamore,
and then he is greatly dreaded. Such was the re-
nowned Membertou, who became a Christian, as you
will soon hear. Now in these assemblies, if there is
some news of importance, as that their neighbors
wish to make war upon them, or that they have killed
some one, or that they must renew the alliance, etc.,
then messengers fly from all parts to make up the
more general assembly, that they may avail them-
selves of all the confederates, which they call Ricma-
nen, who are generally those of the same language.
Nevertheless the confederation often extends farther
than the language does, and war sometimes arises
against [55] those who have the same language. In
these assemblies so general, they resolve upon peace,
truce, war, or nothing at all, as often happens in the
councils where there are several chiefs, without order
and subordination, whence they frequently depart
more confused and disunited than when they came.

Their wars are nearly always between language
and language, or country and country, and always by
deceit and treachery. They have the bow and the
shield, or buckler, but they never place themselves
in a line of battle, at least from what I have been
able tolearn. And, intruth, they are by nature fearful
and cowardly, although they are always boasting,
and do all they can to be renowned and to have the
name of ‘‘Great-heart.’”’ Meskir Kameramon, ‘‘ Great-
heart,”’ among them is the crowning virtue.



